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688 The South Polar Chart. 

(English edition, the Macmillan Company, New York, 1900). His 
chart was based upon that of V. von Haardt, with corrections made 
by Dr. Fricker. Any student who may compare our map with that 
of Dr. Fricker will see that the recent expeditions have made im- 
portant additions to knowledge, not only of Antarctic lands but also 
of south polar waters. Our map, for example, shows among the 
various oceanic discoveries in this southern ocean the submarine 
ridge found by the Scotia on her journey home last year. This 
ridge, which is coincident with the meridian of io° W., completely 
alters previous conceptions of the form of this part of the ocean 
bed; it is a continuation of the South Atlantic ridge, which is thus 
found to extend 1,000 miles farther south than it was previously 
known to exist. 



OBITUARIES. 

ELIAL F. HALL. 

Born July 26, 1827. 
Died October 12, 1905. 

Mr. Hall was born at Carroll (now Kiantone), Chautauqua 
County, N. Y., of New England parents, and passed his early years 
in that place. He was graduated at Yale College in 1849, and then 
went to Europe, where he studied and travelled for three years, 
principally in Germany and France. He was admitted to the bar in 
New York in 1855, but devoted himself for some time to journalism 
before entering actively upon the practice of his profession. 

He had become interested in the subject of civil service reform 
in Great Britain, and was one of the thirty-two citizens who, in 
1877, organized the New York Civil Service Reform Association. 
Devoted as he was to the cause of good government, Mr. Hall 
never held office nor sought political preferment. 

In 1868 he was elected to fellowship in the American Geographi- 
cal Society. He became a member of the Council in 1872, and 
Recording Secretary in 1876. These positions he held until 1894, 
when failing health compelled him to leave New York for a milder 
climate during the winter months, which he spent sometimes in 
Alabama, sometimes in Florida. He made a visit every summer to 
his friends in this city and in Jamestown, N. Y., where members of 
his family resided. He was making his preparations to return to 
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Florida this year, when he succumbed to an attack of pneumonia in 
New York. 

Mr. Hall's interest in geography was a part of his life. He 
studied systematically the records of the great discoveries in the 
past, and he followed with close attention the progress of exploration 
in Africa and Asia and in the Arctic. He wrote on these subjects 
for the daily press and in the Bulletin with fulness of knowledge 
and critical good sense. His longest contribution, and almost the 
only one to which his name is attached, is the paper on Gerard Mer- 
cator, printed in 1878. 

In private, as in public, Mr. Hall was a man wholly without pre- 
tension, firm in his convictions and in his sense of duty, outspoken 
and loyal and fair-minded. 

BARON VON RICHTHOFEN. 

A telegram from Berlin has announced the death of Baron Fer- 
dinand von Richthofen at his residence in that city on the 7th of 
October. 

This distinguished geographer and geologist was born at Karls- 
ruhe, in Silesia, in 1833. He studied at Breslau and in Berlin, and 
accompanied Count von Eulenburg on the Prussian Expedition to 
Eastern Asia in 1859. For the next twelve years von Richthofen 
travelled and studied in China and Indo-China, the Indian Archi- 
pelago, and Japan. 

He returned to Germany in 1872, and has since been identified 
with the Gesellschaft fur Erdkunde in Berlin, as Member of the 
Council, Vice-President, and President. He filled the Chair of Geo- 
graphy, successively, in the Universities of Bonn, of Leipzig, and of 
Berlin, and in 1902 he became Director of the Institut fur Meeres- 
kunde. 

In 1903 he was made Rector of the University of Berlin. 

Baron von Richthofen is an acknowledged authority in geo- 
graphy and geology. Among his publications are The Comstock 
Lode ; his Letters on the Chinese Provinces, addressed to the Shang- 
hai Chamber of Commerce; his Guide for Explorers; and his mag- 
nificent work on China. 

WILLIAM THOMAS BLANFORD. 

This geographer, geologist, and naturalist died in England on 
June 23. For nearly a half century his name was intimately con- 
nected with scientific progress in India. His brother Henry, eminent 
in the same lines of work, died in 1893. William Blanford became 



